Past studies have identified urban runoff as a major contributor to the degradation of many urban streams and rivers. The management of municipal stormwater runoff necessitates decisions as to whether the "disposal" of runoff should be through infiltration, surface discharge or a combination of the two. Typically, this management is addressed through the use of "best management practices" (BMPs) at the site in question or at a location in the conveyance system prior to discharge to a receiving water body either above or below ground. These BMPs may be selected based on site-specific conditions and discharge requirements, but often they are selected based on past history of what has worked in the municipality, the experience of the planners with specific BMPs, and regulatory requirements on the federal, state and local level.
